The Biblical Basis for Physical Manifestations

Dealing with Major Questions

I.LHow can the manifestations be from God
if they are not in the Bible?

A. The first principle in rightly dividing the Word
of God is that the Bible does not contain God.
God contains the Bible.

1. John 21:25 states that there would not be
enough books to contain all of God.

2. The Bible is a guide to help us determine if
something is from God.

B. We must measure the manifestations against the
principles and character of God outlined in the
Bible.

Il. Are the physical manifestations in
keeping with the principles and character
of God found in scripture?

A. There are major themes throughout the scripture
that help us to determine the will and character
of God.

1. God is creative- He ever does anything the

same way twice.

a. Creation is an example of His

diversity and creativity.
b. When Jesus healed in the New

Testament and God delivered Israel

in the Old Testament it was never

the same way twice. Consider;
Jericho, Gideon’s army, Saul being

knocked off his horse, the blind man

was asked to put mud on his eyes.
B. It is definitely in keeping with the creativity of

God that He would make people do something

creative to receive from Him.
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1. God often asked or lead people in the
Bible to do strange things as a sign of His

presence.

2. Ezekiel was asked to lay on the floor on

one side for a certain period of time and
then on the other. God never explained

the significance, He was looking for

obedience.
3. In psalms the Lord commands all kinds of

physical expressions for worship; dancing,

shouting, laughing, kneeling, laying on the

floor, wailing, clapping, loud instruments
etc.

4. Tt is definitely in keeping with God’s ways

to require strange physical expressions
that have no apparent purpose. He is just

looking for obedience.

lll. Why are we afraid of the physical

manifestations?

A. Tt is the nature of man to criticize the unknown
(Rom.8:7)

B. Man has an issue with control and pride. The

physical manifestations address both these issues

by humbling and compelling us.

IV. What is the purpose for physical
manifestations?

A. Romans 12:1 tells us to present our whole body
to God as our reasonable form of worship.

Worship that does not involve all of us is not

even reasonable!
B. God is looking for a broken and contrite spirit.
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(Is. 66:3) Someone who is broken before God
will not care what the people around them are

thinking. They are desperate for God and He

shows up in response to their brokenness.

C. Exodus 33:20 says that no man can see God and
live. The physical manifestations are a physical

sign of God’s presence that only causes bodily

dysfunction instead of death!
D. Physical manifestations are a sign to us that God

requires us to have no regard for reputation.

1. David danced before the ark naked and

when he was rebuked he told his accusers
that they hadn’t seen anything yet!

2. Paul told the Corthinian church that He

was willing to be a fool for Christ.
E. God in His kindness will demonstrate a spiritual

healing physically such as a person who has

suffered with depression starting to laugh in the
spirit. Or a person whose heart had been harden

by unforgiveness wailing.

F. The manifestations can also be an act of

intercession such as Paul declaring that he trailed
for the church as a woman giving birth. This can

include: crying, yelling, screaming, trembling,

shaking, and many other physical reactions.
G. God often called His people to do strange things

to demonstrate the presence of God.

1. Hosea was required to marry a harlot so

Israel could see themselves as unfaithful
and God as the faithful one.

2. Jeremiah was asked to eat the bitter scroll

to demonstrate the Judgment of God’s

Word.
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V. Are physical manifestations seen in
scripture?

A.

B.

“Tremble before the Lord all the earth” (1Chron.
16:30)

“Rejoice with trembling” (Ps. 2:11) “Rejoice”
means to spin violently like a top.

“Shout with Joy to God” (Ps. 66:1)

“Gladness and joy will overtake them” (Is.
51:11) What would that look like?

“Men will faint with terror, apprehensive of what
is coming” (Lk. 21:26)

“Their overflowing joy welled up” (11
Corinth.8:2)

Additional Scriptures for further study:
Ester 9:22

I Peterl:8

IT Cor.9:15
Psalm 96:12

I Thes. 5:16
Ph. 4:4

Is. 61:10

I Chron. 16:30
Lk. 1:47

Jn. 16:20

Ps. 114:7
Ps.149:3
Ps.30:11
Mt.11:17
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